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MARFORPAC Birthday Ball

On November 1, the Honolulu Navy League was honored to financially support and attend
Marine Forces Pacific’s Marine Corps Birthday Ball at the Hilton Hawaiian Village. This
annual celebration is one of the most cherished traditions in the Marine Corps, observed by
Marines and supporters around the world. This year’s event carried even greater significance
as the Corps commemorated its 250th birthday — a milestone honoring a proud history of
service, sacrifice, and unwavering dedication to our nation.

The evening featured the time-honored cake-cutting ceremony, remarks from Lt Gen James
Glynn, SgtMaj Joy Kitashima, and a special message from the 20th Sergeant Major of the
Marine Corps, SgtMaj Carlos Ruiz reflecting on the legacy of the Corps, and the camaraderie
that defines the Marine community. We were grateful for the opportunity to stand alongside
our Marine and celebrate this historic occasion.

MYAC (Military Youth Advisory Council) Quarterly
Meeting at Radford High

https://www.marines.mil/
https://www.navy.mil/
https://www.uscg.mil/
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/


The Honolulu Council of the Navy League participated in the quarterly Military Youth Advisory
Council (MYAC) meeting at Radford High School, joining community partners, local and
military leaders, and Radford students for a meaningful discussion on strengthening
collaboration in support of military-connected youth and their families.

With more than 60% of Radford’s student population coming from military families, the council
plays a vital role in helping schools across the complex better understand the unique
challenges these students face, as well as how to effectively integrate highly mobile, transient
students into the school community.

The meeting also included an important conversation about the additional obstacles military
families may encounter during government shutdowns—beyond potential loss of pay and
food insecurity—highlighting the need for continued awareness, preparedness, and
coordinated support.

Military Spouse Appreciation

This year, we were excited to celebrate some of
our outstanding military spouses through two
special Military Spouse Appreciation events. On
November 8, the Honolulu Navy League
partnered with the University of Hawai‘i to
recognize this year’s Honolulu Navy League
Military Spouse Award recipients before kickoff at
the Military Appreciation football game. Each
recipient was nominated by their respective
branch of service for their exceptional dedication,
support, and commitment to their units and
communities.
﻿
Then, on November 12, with the support of
Mayor Rick Blangiardi, we had the honor of
presenting each awardee with a certificate and a
check in recognition of their contributions and
service. It was a meaningful week of celebration,



gratitude, and recognition for the incredible
spouses who strengthen our military ‘ohana
every day.

Marine Corps Birthday Cake Cutting at the Hawaii State
Capitol

On Monday, November 10, we were honored to
participate in the Marine Corps Birthday Cake
Cutting Ceremony at the Hawai‘i State Capitol
Rotunda, with support from Senator Mike
Gabbard.
﻿
This year’s ceremony marked a truly historic
milestone, as it was the first time the Marine Corps
colors have ever been flown at the State Capitol. It
was a powerful and memorable moment of pride,
tradition, and recognition for our Marines and the
entire military community. The Honolulu Navy
League bought lunch for all the Marines.

Veterans' Day Ceremony at the Oahu Veterans
Center

On Veterans Day, our very own Navy League Jane represented the Honolulu Navy League at
the Veterans Day Ceremony hosted at the O‘ahu Veterans Center. She attended on our
behalf to show our unwavering gratitude for all who have served, and the Honolulu Navy
League was proud to donate the cake for the celebration.

Each year, we typically support and attend the Veterans Day Ceremony at the National
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific—Punchbowl. However, due to the government shutdown,
this year’s commemoration was relocated to the O‘ahu Veterans Center. We were honored to
continue our tradition of support and recognition for Hawai‘i’s veterans, no matter the location.



64th Annual Sea Service Awards
On Thursday, November 13, the Honolulu Council of the Navy League hosted our 64th
Annual Sea Services Awards Ceremony at the Ala Moana Hotel, recognizing more than 40
exceptional junior officers and enlisted Sailors, Marines, Coastguardsmen, and PHNSY
leaders. Selected by their commands, each honoree exemplified outstanding professionalism,
mission-focused excellence, and meaningful contributions to their units and the greater
community.

Now in its 64th year, this ceremony stands as one of our most enduring traditions—an
evening dedicated to celebrating the remarkable achievements of those who serve with
distinction across Hawai‘i’s Sea Services. We extend our deepest appreciation to the
community organizations and supporters who make this event possible and who share in our
commitment to honoring these extraordinary men and women.

A heartfelt mahalo to our keynote speaker, Kaipo Crowell, as well as the James Campbell
High School JROTC and the U.S. Pacific Fleet Band, whose participation made this year’s
ceremony especially memorable.



USS COLUMBIA (SSN 771) Change of Command

On November 18, 2025 the Honolulu Navy League attended the Change of Command
ceremony for USS Columbia (SSN 771) at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. Commander
Brad Foster was relieved by Commander Bill Murphy. Columbia is assigned to Submarine
Squadron 7.

The Honolulu Council was honored to support the FRG and Ombudsman of the USS
Columbia by hosting their events at our office prior to the change of command.



(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nicholas Russell)

USS MISSOURI (SSN 780) Change of Command

On November 19, 2025 the Honolulu Navy League attended the Change of Command
ceremony for USS Missouri (SSN 780) at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. Commander
Gieorag Andrews was relieved by Commander Michael Humara. Missouri is assigned to
Submarine Squadron 7.

The Honolulu Council was happy to host the families for their sign making, and Ombudsman
meetings prior to the boat's return home.

(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Nicholas Russell)

USS Wayne E Meyer (DDG 108) Homecoming



The Arleigh Burke–class guided-missile destroyer USS Wayne E. Meyer (DDG 108) returned
to Pearl Harbor on November 29, 2025, after nine months operating across the U.S. 3rd, 5th,
and 7th Fleet areas of operations. Throughout the deployment they engaged in critical work
alongside allies and partners to uphold freedom of navigation and overflight, reinforce the
rules-based international order, and advance security throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

The Honolulu Council of the Navy League was honored to be on the pier bright and early to
welcome the crew home. With drinks, snacks, hula dancers, and our photographer capturing
the moment, we were proud to support families and greet returning Sailors with a warm
aloha.  The council was also thrilled to again provide dinner for the 3rd watch!

Sea Cadets

Bravo Zulu to the R.D. Stethem Battalion Sea Cadets!

Our League Cadets delivered an outstanding effort during our recent car wash fundraiser,
working hard under the hot Hawai‘i sun to support their Battalion. Their dedication helped the
unit reach its fundraising goal, ensuring we can purchase needed uniform items and training
equipment while keeping enrollment costs low for our cadet families.

A special MAHALO goes to Mr. Clayton J. Inskeep, who not only donated a pressure washer
but also personally washed every vehicle throughout the day. His hard work elevated the



quality of the event and set an inspiring example for our cadets. Thank you, Clay, for being
our fundraiser’s MVP!

We also recognize APC Horgan and RC Burnett, who placed first and second in our pre-sale
competition—both surpassing the Battalion’s previous pre-sale record.

I’m incredibly proud of all our cadets for the effort they put into both pre-sales and the event
itself. Rather than simply asking for donations, they chose to serve their community and offer
something in return—demonstrating the humility, work ethic, and character we strive to
develop in every Sea Cadet.

Bravo Zulu, R.D. Stethem Battalion!

Mission
We serve Because you Serve.
*The Navy League of the United States is a
civilian organization founded in 1902 and is
the foremost Citizens' organization to serve,
support, and stand with all U.S sea Services.

Mission
*Inform the public on the importance of our
Sea Services to our nation's defense and
economic prosperity while highlighting
Hawaii's unique and vital role in the Indo-
Pacific region.
*Enhance the morale of Sea Service
personnel and their families.
*Support youth leadership development
programs such as the U.S. Naval Sea Cadet
Corps and Navy, Marine Corp, and Coast
Guard Junior ROTC.

The Navy League's Legislative Affairs
programs continue to grow, increasing our
presence at events on Capital Hill, and with
our annual Fly-In, regular publications,
expanding participation among Navy League
membership and so much more. To stay
informed, to learn everything you need to
know to be an advocate, and to see what
the priorities are for the Navy League, visit
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2026 Legacy Events - SAVE THE DATE!!!
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